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To the Right Honourable 


Sir CRispP GAScOILIGNE, Knt. 
Lord Mayo of the City of London, 


And ſuch of the 


ALDERMEN and ComMmMoNn-CoUNCIL 
of the ſaid CITY, 


Who promoted the 


Late PETITION to the Honourable 
Hovst of Commons, againſt the BILL 
intitled, An ACT to permit Perſons 
profeſſing the Jewiſh Religion to be natu- 
raliged, and for other Purpoſes therein 
mentioned, 


This Small TRACT is humbly Inſcribed 
(as a Teſtimony of Gratitude and grateful Ac- 
knowledgment for their Regard to the ChRxISTI- 
AN RELI1G10N) by 


A CHRISTIAN, 
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dets of the Papiſts. Why were the Papiſts to be 


A FULL 


1 „„ e 
Fallacious APOLOGY in fayour of the 
Naturalization of the JEWS. 


HERE having been lately ſent about 
and publiſhed, inthe Daily and Evening 

Papers, An Apolegy for the Conduct of 
thoſe concerned in paſſing the Ad to permit Perſons 
profeſſing the Jewiſh Religion to be naturalized by 
Parliament, I cannot help making ſome Obſerva- 
tions thereupon, in order to Juſtify as well the Ap- 
plication of the City of London to Parliament 


+ - 


| . the paſſing that Act, as to ſhew that the 


Uneaſineſs of many ſerious and good Chriſtians, 
on this Occaſion, hath not been without Founda- 
tion. 171 

This Apology, for fo 1 ſhall call it, begins 
thus: In 1610 an Act of Parliament paſſed, 
d requiring Perſons who ſhould apply to Parlia- 
c ment to be naturalized, to take the Sacrament, 
< and the Oaths of Allegiance and Supremacy z 
te (and writes) that the Objects of this Law were 
* not the eus but the Roman Catholics, for that 
there were no Jews at that time in England. 
This was the Cauſe of making the Act, in or- 
der to be a Guard againſt the Principles and Te- 
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thus guarded againſt? Was it not to ſecure the 
Chriſtian Religion againſt Error? Was it not de- 
ſigned to preſerve our holy Religion pure? and 
hinder thoſe Errors (which were inconſiſtent with 
it) from being re-eſtabliſhed among us, which 
might be the Caſe were foreign Papiſts allowed to 
be naturalized and enjoy our Privileges. It was 
therefore a moſt proper Caution, and a Bulwark 
of Defence againſt Error (which is always a noto- 
rious Enemy of Chriſtianity) and if this Caution 


has, by Conſtruction, been found a Means to guard 


againſt Judaiſm, every good Chriſtian ought to 
rejoice in it, and ſet the greateſt Value upon it 
nor can I ſce the leaſt Reaſon why they ſhould 
not be uneaſy at jts being repealeed. 
Are not the Jews open and profeſſed Enemies 
to our holy Religion? Are they not bound in 
Conſcience to deſtroy it? Do not they till juſtify 
the horrid Act of crucifying our bleſſed Saviour? 
Do they not deny his Laws and Government ? 
The Author of this Apology muſt anſwer theſe 
Queſtions in the Affirmative ; and I muſt beg ro 
know why they are not to be as ſtrongly guarded 
againſt as the Papiſt. The Papiſts not only pro- 
feſs but pay a great Regard to the Chriſtian Re- 
ligion, but err in their Manner of Profeſſion; the 
Jews openly declare their Hatred and Averſion to 
ir, and do all they can to opoſe it; are not they 
then the ſtrongeſt Enemies, and ought they not 
as ſtrictly, ar Jeaſt, to be guarded againſt? 
The Author goes on and writes: This Act 
relates only to Jetos born abroad, and that al 
4 Jews born here are, to all Intents and Purpoſes, 
natural born Subjects, and, as ſuch, without 
e the Aid of this Ack they all have, at this time, 
as they had five hundred Years ago, a, Righ 
* by Law to purchaſe real Eſtates to them and 
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t their Heirs in like Manner as any other natural 
born Subject of this Kingdom; and this (writes 
e he) public Records and undoubted Authorities: 
„ prove beyond a Doubt.” | 
To this I anſwer, I do readily admit this A& 
relates only to Jews born abroad, and that they 
may be (as natural born Subjects) intitled to divers 
Privileges, by Naturalization, but that they have 
or had five hundred Years ago a Power to pur- 
chaſe Eſtates, doth not appear to me ; 7945 Hiſtory 
and public Records evince the contr | 
Dr. Tovey, in his Anglia Judaica, writes, That 
in the Time of Henry III. they were under no Re- 
ſtraint from purchaſing Eſtates, which was com- 
plained of, Becauſe it might ſo happen, that by be- 
coming Lords of Mannors, they might be intitled not 
only . the Fealiy, Homage, Eſcheats, Wardſhips, 
and Marriage of Chriſtians, but even Preſentations 
of Churches, and - poſſibly obtain whole Baronies, 
which would be Matter of the higheſt Scandal, and. 
upon no Conſideration to be endured. To prevent 
therefore ſuch ſhameful Inconveniencies, an Act 
of Parliament paſſed, which not only reſtrained, 
them from purchaſing any Lands or Tenements 
for the future, but actually vacated all Purchaſes 
of that Nature which they had made at any time 
before: Reſtoring them to their firſt Chriſtian 
Owners, upon Repayment of the Conſideration- 
Money without Intereſt. Enacting likewiſe, That 
whatever Purchaſcs they made for the future ſhould. 
immediately become veſted in the Crown, ſubject 
nevertheleſs to Redemption, upon Payment of 
the ſame to the King, by the firſt Chriſtian Own- 
ers, as they received for them from the Jets, ex- 
cepting alſo, that they might retain fuch Houſes 
as they inhabited themſelves, or let out to other 
Fetus, and likewiſe repair or rebuild upon any an- 


cient 
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cient Foundations they were already poſſeſſed of, 
provided, that even for the Cauſe of Habitation- 
they ſhould. poſſeſs no more Houſes in the City of 
London than they had at preſent, to prevent any 
Damage that might thereby acerue to the Pariſh 
Rectors ; excepting alſo, that they might retain. 
all ſuch Rents in Fee as iſſued out of any Lands 
belonging to Chriſtians, according to the Regu- 
lations ot a former Statute. And beſides theſe 
Reſtrictions, it contained ſeveral others concerning 
their common Intercourſe with Chriſtians, and 
torbad them likewiſe to fue by an original Writ 
out of Chancery. The Act (writes my Author) 
was loſt from the Rolls. But in a very ancient 
Manuſcript in the Bodleian Library, it is preſerved. 
and recited in a Writ for its Promulgation, a 
Copy of which here follows at large. 


< Henr1cvs,. Dei Gratia,. Rex. Angliæ, &c. 
Vicecomitibus & omnibus Ballivis, & Fidelibus ſuis, 
ad quos præſentes Littere pervenerint, Salutem. 
Sciatis; quod, ad Honorem Dei, & Univer/alis Ec- 
cleſiæ, ac emendationem, & utilitatem, Terre naſtræ, 
S relevationem Chriſtianorum, de Damnis, & | 
Gravamimbus, que ſuſtinuerunt, occaſione Liberorum, 

Tenemento rum, que Judzi Reghs noſtri clamabant 
; habere, in Terris, Tenemenlis, Feodis, Redditibus. 

S aliis Tenuris: Et ne nobis, ſtve Communitati Reg- 
ui Not ri, vel ipſo Reg no, paſſit de caters Præjudi- 
cium generart : Providimus, de conſilio Prælatorum, 
Magnatum, & Procerum, qui ſunt de Conſilia no- 
ſtro, ac etiam Ordinavimus, & Statuimus, pra No- 
bis, & Heredibus noſtris, quod nulius Judæus libe- 
rum Tenementum babeat in Maneriis, Terris, Tene- 
mentis, Feodis, Nedditibus, vel Tenuris, quibuſcun= 

que, peri Cariam, De num, be famentum, Confirma- 
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tionem, ſeu quameungue aliam Obligationem, vel quo- 
runque alio mods. 

lla tamen quod Domus ſuas; quas ipſimet inhabi- 
tant in Civitatibus, Burgis, - ſeu aliis Villis, inbabi- 
tent, de 'cetero, & eas, habcant, ſicut habere con- 
ſucverint, temporibus retroactis. Et etiam alias Do- 
mos, quas locandas habent, licite locare Palſun, Ju- 
dis fantum, & non Chriſtianis. 

Da tamen quod non liceat Judæis noſtris London. 
Plures Domos quam nunc habeant emere, five quo- 
cunque alio modo perquirere, in Civilate noſtra Lon- 
don: per quod Eccleſiæ Parochiales ejuſdem Civita- 
tis, vel Reftores earundem, Fatturam incurrant. 
Potuerunt tamen iidem Judæi, London. ' Domos & 
ZEdificia ſua, antiqua, prius diruta, & deftrufta, 
reparare, & in Statum priftinum redigere, ad Volun- 
talem ſuam. 

Providimus etiam, & Statuimus, de codem Con- 
filio noſtro, quod de Domibs ſuis prediftis, inhabi- 
tandis, vel locandis, ut prædictum eft, nullus Ju- 
dæus implacilet, vel placitare poſfit, per Brevia 
noſtra Originalia de Cancellaria, jed tantum coram 
Juſticiariis noſtris ad Cuſtodiem Judæorum aſſig- 
natis, 1 Brevia J udaiſmi tes, & bafttenus 
10 tata. 

De Terris autem & T7 enuris de quibus Judæi, an- 
te præſgens Statulum, Feofati fuerunt, & guas nunc 
tenent, volumus quod hujuſmodi Infeodationes, & 
Dona, penitus adnullentur: Et Terre, & Tenemen- 
ta illa, Chriſtianis, qui ibi ea dimiſerint, remaneant, 
ta tamen quod Chriftiant illi ſatisfaciant igſis Ju- 
deæis, de Pecunia, ſen Catallo, contenta in Cartis, 
& Chyrographis ſuis, fine Uſura, quod Judæi pro 
bujuſmodi Dono, vel Feodatione, dederint Chriſtianis. 
Hae et iam adiecta Conditione, nt ſi Chriſtiani illi, 
incontinenter, inde ſaligfacere non poſſint, Eiceat 
eee predietis Tenementa illa aliis Chriſtianis di. 
B miltere, 
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 mittere, donec inde, per rationabilem Extentam, ſe- 


cundum verum Valorem eorundem, Catalla ſua, fine 


U ſura, levari poſſint. Salvo tamen Chriſtianis Illis 


Perbergagio / Et ita quod Judæus Pecumi - 
am, vel Catallum ſuum, per manus Chriſtianorum, 
& non Judzorum, inde recipiat, ut prædidtum eſt. 
Et fi contingat Judæum aliguod Frofamentum, a 
modo, recipere, d quovis Chriſtiano, de aliguo Feodo, 
vel Tenemento, contra præſens Statutum, Judæus 
ipſe dictum Tenementum, vel Feodum, penitus amit- 
tat; & in manum Noſtram capiatur, & ſalvo Cu- 
ſtodiatur; & Chriſtiani illi, vel eorum Hæredes, 
Terram illam, vel Tenementum illud, de Manu noſtra 
rebabeant. Mo . 
Ita tamen quod totam Pecuniam, quam ab ipſis 


Judæis pro bujuſmodi Feofamento- receperint, nobis 


tunc ſolvant. Vel fi eorum Facultates ad boc non 
ſufficiant, tunc verum. valorem Tenementorum, ſeu 
Feodorum illorum, Nobis, & Heredibus noſtris, an- 
nuatim readant, ad Scaccarium noſtrum, per veram, 
& rationabilem Extentam eorundem, donec de hu- 
Jjuſmodi Pecunia, ſeu Catallo, Nobis plene fuerit ſa- 

tisfaftum, 0 
De Nutricibus autem parvulorum, Piſtoribus, & 
Braſiatoribus, & Cocis Judæorum, quia Judæi, & 
Chriſtiani, in culiu Fidei diſpares ſunt, Providimus, 
S Statuimus, quad nullus Chriſtianus, vel Chriſti- 
ana, eis miniſtrari preſumat in Miniſteriis prædiſtis. 
Et quia Judæi guoſdam Redditus, de Terris & Te- 
nemenlis, Chriſtianorum, tanquam perpetuos, du- 
dum recipere ſolent, per Manas Chriſtianorum, gui 
etiam Feoda dicebantur; Volumis, & Statuimus, 
quod Statutum tunc inde per Nos factam, Firmitatis 
robur obtineat; nec ei per præſens Statutum in ali- 
quo derogetur. Et ideo Vobis prætipimus, firmiter 
injungentes, quod Proviſionem, Ordinationem, & 

3 * Lodging. 1 
Statutum 


En 
Statutum prædidtum, publice, per totam Ballivam 
veſtram, pg S Armiter leneri, S obſervari, 
Facialis. 
In eujus rei T. ee has Litteras Noſtras fer? 
fecimus Patentes. Teſte meipſo apud em. 24. 
die Julu anno Regni noſtri 54.” 


This is a full Proof of the Incapicity of the 
Jews from purchaſing Eſtates, and other Incapa- 
cities, none of which appear from any Record to 
be repzaled ; nay, ſo 1 — from it, I find that in 
the third Year of King Edward I. another Act 
paſſed, intitled, The Statute of Judaiſm, which 
Dr. Ti ovey has alſo tranſlated, and is as follows: 


„ The King having obſerv'd that, in Times 
paſt, many honeſt Men have loſt their Inheritances, 
by the Uſury of the Jews; and that many Sins 
have from thence ariſen : (Notwithſtanding they 
are, and have been, very profitable to him and his 
Anceſtors) ordains and eſtabliſhes, for the Honour 
of God, and the common Benefit of the People, 
that no Few, hereafter, ſhall in any Manner prac- 
tiſe Uſury. And that no Uſurious Contracts already 
made, ſince the Feaſt of St. Edvard laſt paſt, 
ſhall ſtand good, excepting Covenants relating to 
the principal Sum. Provided alſo, that all thoſe 
who are indebted to the Fews, upon ' Pledges 
moveable, ſhall redeem them, before Faſter next, 
under Pain of Forfcirure. And if any Je ſhall 
practiſe Ufury againſt the Intent of this Statute, 
the King promiſes neither to give him Aſſiſtance, 
by himſelf or Officers, in recovering his Debts, 
but, on the contrary, will puniſh him for his 
Treſpaſs, and aſſiſt the Chriftions againſt him, in 
the Recovery of their Piedges. 

B 2 And 
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And it is ſurther Enacted, that no Diſtreſs for 
any Jero's Debt, ſhall hereafter be ſo grievous, as 
not to leave Chriſtians the Motety of their Lands 
and Chatels for Subſiſtance. And that no Diſtreſs 
| ſhall be made by any ſuch Jew, upon the Heir of 
his Debtor nam'd in the Bond, or any other Per- 
ſon in Poſſeſſion of the Debtor's Lands, before 
ſuch. Debt ſhall be prov'd in Court. And if the 
Sheriff, or other Bailiff, is commanded. by the 
King, to give Seiſin or Poſſeſſion to any Few, of 
Lands or Chatels to the Value of his Debt, the 
Chatels ſhall firſt be apprais*d by the Oath of ho- 
neſt Men, and deliver'd to the Few or Zeweſs, to 
the Value of the Debt. And if the Chatels be 
not found ſufficient to anſwer it, then the Lands 
ſhall” be extended, by the ſame Oath, according 
to their ſeparate Values, before Seiſin is given of 
them to the Jet or Feweſs ; to the Intent, that 
when the Debt is certainly known to be diſcharg'd, 
the Chriſtian may have his Lands again. Saving 
to the Chriſtian, nevertheleſs, ibe Mciety of big 
Lands and Chatels, and the chief Houſe for his 
Suſtenance, as is before expreſ “. 

And if any Thing ſtolen be found in the Poſſeſ- 
ſion of a Few, let him have his Summons, if he re- 
gularly may have it: if not, he ſhall anſwer in 
ſuch a Manner as a Chriſtian would be oblig'd to, 
without claiming any Privilege. 

- Likewiſe all Jews ſhall te reſident in ſuch Ci- 
ties and Burroughs as are the King's own ; where 
the common Cheſt of their Indentures is wont ta 
be kept. And every one of them, that is paſt 
ſeven Years of Age, ſhall wear a Badge, in Form 
of two Tables, of Zellow Taffety, ſix Fingers long, 
and three Fingers broad, upon his upper Gar- 
ment; and every one that is paſt twelve Years, 
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ſhall alſo pay annually, to the King, at Zaſter, 
the Sum of three Pence, both Men and Women. 

And no Jew ſhall have Power to alienate in Fee, 
either to Few, or Chriſtian, any Houſes, Rents, 
or Tenements, which they have already purchas'd, 
or diſpoſe of them in any Manner, or acquit any 

Chriſtian of his Debt, without the King's ſpecial 
Licence, till he hath otherwiſe ordain'd. 

And becauſe Holy Church wills and permits, that 
they ſhould live, and be protected, the King takes 
them into his Protection; and commands that 
they ſhall live guarded and defended, by his She- 

riffs, Bailiffs, and other Leige People. And that 
none ſhall do them Harm, either in their Perſons 
or Goods, moveable or immoveable, or Sue, Im- 
plead, or Challenge them in any Courts but the 
King*s Courts, whereſoever they are. 

And that none of them ſhall be obadiens, re- 
ſpondent, or pay any Rent, to any but the Ning, 
or. his Bailiffs, in his Name, excepting for their 
Houſes which they now hold, rendering Rent; 
ſaving likewiſe the Rights of Holy Church, 

And the King alſo grants, that they may prafiſe 
Merchandiſe, or live by their Labour, and for thoſe 
Purpoſes freely converſe with Chriſtians, Except- 
ing that upon any Pretence whatever, they ſhall 
not be Levant, or Couchant amongſt them ; Nor. 
on Account of their Merchandiſe be in Scots, Lots, 
or Talliage, with the other Inhabitants of thoſe 
Cities or Burroughs where they remain; ſeeing 
they are Talliable to the King as his OWN Laſts, 
ja not otherwiſe. W 

Moreover, the King grants them free Liberty 

to purchaſe Houjes, and Curtilnges, in the Cities 
and Burroughs where they reſide; provided they 
are held in Chief of the King. Saving to the Lords 
their Due and accuſtom'd Services. 


And 
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And further, the King grants, that ſuch as are 


 unſkilful in Merchandiſe, and can't labour, may 


take Lands to Farm, for any Term not exceeding 
ten Years; provided no Homage, Feally, or any 
ſuch Kind of Service, or Advow/on to Holy Church, 

be belonging to them. Provided alſo that this 
Power to Furm Lands, ſhall continue in Force for 
fifteen 2. ears, from the making of this Att, a no 
longer.” | 


From this Act it appears, that 1 were ſo far 
from being capable of purchaſing Eſtates, that 
they could not even take Lands to farm for more 
than ten Years, and that was only temporary. 
Thus I have ſhewn the Apologiſt miſtaken 
both from Hiſtory and Record, and whatever his 
Op nion may be in this Matter, I apprehend one 
of the moſt conſiderable of the Tribe ſaw this in 
a different Light, or he would not have made fo 
many Purchaſcs in other Perſons Names; nor 
would he have conſented to have educated his 
Children in the Chriſtian Religion, had he not (as 
have been informed he declared) been convinced 
of the Incapacities the Jetiſb Sect lay under. Nor 
can I help making one Remark thereupon, that 
this Act has another Inconvenience, as it hinders 
other Jets from following his Example, and 
only puts a Stop to their wiſhed for Con- 
verſion. 

The Apologiſt then, goes on in perſiſting i in his 
Aſſertion, That the Act gives no new or greater 
% Privileges to Foreign Jews than what every 
Jet born here enjoys.” And adds, It ſeems 
<« hard to account ſor the popular Alarm and 
Fears occaſioned by this Act, or to aſſign a 
good Reaton why the King, Lords, and Com- 

W © mons 
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i mons may not be ſafely intruſted with a Power 
6 of naturalizing any Foreign Jes, whom, on 
« the Circumſtances of the Caſe, they may think 
_« deſerving of it.” 


As to the firſt Part, in regard to the new Pri- 


vileges, I have already partly anſwered, it. IL 


ſhall only farther obſerve, that every naturalized 
Foreign Jet will be intitled to every Privilege 
any other Foreigner is intitled to by Naturaliza- 
tion, amongſt which is that of purchaſing Eſtates, 
which I hope I have ſhewn they are not now in- 
titled to. As to the Popular Alarm at the Favour 
now ſhewn them, I ſhall only give a Specimen of 
the Principles of the Sect from the learned Bi- 
ſhop Kidder's Book of the Meſiab; and when the 
Public have conſidered” this, I apprehend they 
will be more alarmed than they are already, The 
Words of that Prelate are theſe: 


«. brious Name of Apoſtales, but are wont to fol- 
( low, with the moſt direful and dreadful Exe- 
« crations imaginable, them who forſake Ju- 
e gaiſm, and embrace Chriſtianity : They teach, 
<« that ſuch an Apoſtate as this ſhall have no Part 
„ in the World to come. That this Sin ſhall 
<© never be forgiven to eternal Ages. They ſpit 
« at him, they call his Children Baſtards, and 
« 


*© his Wife polluted and defiled ; they refuſe to 
eat and drink with him; they anatbematize, 


A 


© they curſe him three Times a- day, Morning 


« and Evening, and in this Curſe they pray that 
«he may be cut off from Hope; they eſteem 
de him as an Epricureay and an Heretic; they 
„ contemn him and his Family, and decline all 
„ Affinities with them, be they never ſo wealthy; 

| | they 


The Jews do not only call by the oppro- 
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( 16 ) 
& they inſidiouſly wait for him; him that kills 

1 him they indemnify, and affirtn that he needs 
1 no Repentance, but is to be eſteem'd as if He 
f had brought an Oblation; when he dies, they 

<.1ſay of him, the Name of the Wicked - ſhall 
+ rot if in his Life-time any Evils befal him, 
* they ſay, thus let the Enemies of the Lord 
<-periſh ; they rejoice at his Fall, and malte his 
« Goods common; they follow him with many 
% Reproaches ; when they mention him they ſay, 
Le his Name and Memory be blotted: out, and 
& let this Apoſtale be our Ktotichverit* Woe'be 
< to him, and to his Soul; Woe be to his Fa- 
ther and Mother, that hrought him up and 
* conceiv*d' him; Woe be to his Maſter de 
* taught! him the Law, Sc. ee 


Thus are has People deſcribed by — Right 
Reverend and Venerable Prelate ; and if this De- 
feription had been thought upon by any of the 
preſent R——4d 'B——h, I make no Doubt but 
chat it would have been delivered in the Debate 
upon this Act in that Aſſembly, and would cer- 
r have been a weighty Argument againſt it. 
The Apologiſt ſeems in the next Place to plume 
kimfelf, that this Bill abridges the Jes from 
Privileges they now enjoy, to wit, the een d 
of Advowſons ; but I have already ſhewn that 
they were uncapable of purchaſing any Eſtates 
whatever; which 2 in this Particular,” an- 
ſwers the Apologiſt. | 

'T agree with the Apologiſt, that this AR js 
105 an Act of Naturalization of any Foreign Few, 

but that is reſerved to a future Confideration'! 
Bit I muſt obſerve the Obſtacle is removed, and 


whoever" is acquainted with che Manner chat Bills 
0 of 


2 


(17) 
of Naturalization are teteived in Parliament muſt 
know they meet with little or no Obſtruction, nor 
will the Act (referred to by the Apologiſt) paſſed 
in 174d, for naturalizing Foreigners who reſide 
in the Plantations ſeven Yeats, de any Juſtifica- 
tion of this Meaſure; for I dare affirm the then 
Eegiſlature nevet apprehended it would have that 
Tendency ; nor was the Caſe of the Jets then at 
all thought of: So that jt might rather have been 
expected, when ſuch a Conſtruction was put upon 
it; that that Law ſhould have been repealed, or 
explained, rather than have made it a Precedent 
for this which has given ſo much Uneaſfineſs. 
Another palliative Argument is made Uſe of 
By the Apologiſt in Behalf of this Meaſufe; to 
wit, that the Act only extends to the Rich Jews, 
and not to the Poor. This is rather an Argument 
againſt it: Riches, every dne knows at this time, 
is apt greatly to influence, when Poverty is quite 
difregardetl ; and there may happen a Time when 
a Judas may be found who, for (perhaps not) 
thirty Pieces of Silver, may betray his Maſter. 
Should that be the Caſe, I would recommend to 
every ſuch Traytor the Conſideration of Judas his 
Caſe, though Iam apt to fear few would be found 
who would return the Reward of their Iniquity, 

whatever might be their Portion for detaining it. 
Nor can 1 agree with the Apologiſt, that a 
French Example ought to have any Weight with 
an Eulihman. His Majeſty has ſhewn his Diſlike 
td French Faſhions 3 theſe may do well under an 
arbitrary Government, where the Will of the 
Prince can immediately put a Stop to any Incon- 
venience : But that is not the Caſe here; the Mif- 
chief may have gone too far before the Legiſlature 
can be called together, and the Nation may be 
1 C ruined 


(18). 

ruined before a Law (proving detrimental to the 
Conſtitution) can be repealed. 3 
Henry II. and the other Kings of France, may 
have granted and confirmed the Letters Patent 
mentioned by the Apologiſt; but ſhould any In- 
convience ariſe therefrom, Lewis XV. may inſtant-. 
ly revoke them. This is not the Caſe here; 
wherefore this Meaſure receives. no Juſtification 

„ e PDE. 12 1 
What Conſiderations the Apologiſt refers to, 
beſides thoſe already mentioned, which makes the 
Jetos more proper Objects for being naturalized. 
than other Foreigners, I am a Stranger to. The 
Support of their own Poor is become a neceſſary 
Burden upon them, no others being obliged to 
do it for them; and the Argument, that they 
have no other Country to remove to, is far from 
an Argument in their Favour. Why have they 
no Place to go to? Is it not by the Decree of Pro- 
vidence, as a Curſe for their Obſtinacy, which, 
while they perſiſt in, I cannot help thinking every 
one who countenances them a Partaker of their 
evil Deeds? And though our Saviour prayed for 
their Forgiveneſs (becauſe they knew not. what 
they did) I cannot find he. gave any Command to 
us to put a Sword into their Hands to turn againſt. 
our ann Ret: AA i ˙ 

The Apologiſt concludes, That this Houſe of 
Commons in 1750, although divided in Opinion 
in regard to a general Naturalization Bill, yet it 
was the general Opinion. that this Meaſure ought 
to have been taken as 30 the Fews,—I am apt to 
be, doubtful of this Afﬀertion : For had that been 
the Caſe, ,why was it not then done? And as to 
the Aſſertion that the preſent Uneaſineſs is only 
_ raiſed in order to influence the Minds of the 
n E: OS 


0 19 ) 
Electors at the enſuing Election, I cannot hols. 
being of Opinion, that the People ouglt to be 
informed of the Conduct of their Repreſentatives, 
and alſo of the Nature of this additional Power 
veſted in them by this Act of Parliament, in or- 
der, that being informed of the dangerous · Conſe- 
quence of this Meaſure, they may take Care to 
regulate their Choice of a future Repreſentative, 


that this Act may prove as harmleſs as the Apolo— 


giſt ſeemed to ſuggeſt, by ſaying no one was 
(and I hope they will ſay no one ſhall be) natu- 
ralized by it. 
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